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We the OriGinal Peoples of this Land know 
















4 the Creator put us here. - 
i The Creator Gave us laws that Govern 

i < all ouR Relationships to live In harmony a 
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é the laws of the Creator defined our RIGNtS ae ae 


oat and RESponsIBIlITties. 

| The Creator Gave US OUR spiRitual Beliefs, 
our LanGuaGes, ouR Culture, and a place on 
Mother Earth which provided us with all 
OUR Needs. 


We have maintained our Freedom, OUR . oe 
Languages, and our traditions fRom time : @ 





immemorial. 


We continue to Exercise the RIGNts ano fulfill “3 

the Responsibilities and OBlIGatiONS Given TO a 

us By the Creator for the Land upon which tae 
WE WeRE placed. 


the Creator has Given us the rIiGht to 
GOVERN OURSEIVES and The RIGNT to self- 
oOeteRMiInation. 


the rights and Responsibilities Given to us 
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Introduction 


The First Nations of the land now called Canada have been 
sovereign nations for many thousands of years. We have had 
our own systems of government, languages and ways of life. 
Yet the expanding colonialism of the European states in the 
past few hundred years has caused devastating conflict, states 
of siege and oppression. Treaties were made between the First 
Nations and the British Crown to ensure peaceful relations and 
to allow a sharing of our land and resources with her subjects. 
We have continued to live as distinct peoples and our 
sovereignty as nations and our right to determine our future 
has been and continues to be seriously undermined by Canada’s 
“internal” colonization policies. 

The First Nations of Upper North America are not and 
never have been a part of Canadian Confederation. Somewhere 
along the line, the Government of Canada has got the idea that 
Indians are Canadians. The governments of Canada refuse to 
formally declare their relations with the First Nations as 
sovereign states. The patriation of the Canadian Constitution 
from Great Britain is the latest effort of the Canadian govern- 
ments to so-called “legalize” its efforts to grab our lands and 
resources, and to terminate our politically distinct status. The 
Canadian constitutional process is a 1980's style of colonialism 
and represents the final stage of colonial imperialism. 

Throughout their history the British and Canadian colonizers 
have continued to encroach upon our lands and resources. 
Treaties were used to try to legitimize take-overs of our lands, 
and with promises of economic and social assistance to the first 
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Nations. For a short time the Crown lived up to the various 
agreements in the Treaties, and government agencies were 
established to protect the Trust Obligations of the Crown. Yet 
the European governments soon used their agencies to regulate 
all aspects of Indian community life and to ensure the destruc- 
tion of Indian self-reliance and-self-determination. The result for 
the First Nations is misery, poverty and oppression within our 
own wealthy territories. 

The 1876 Indian Act was repeatedly amended in order to 
repress and suppress the First Nations. For 67 years between 
1884 and 1951, the Indian Nations were virtual concentration 
camps (reserves) with no way to appeal to international law or 
justice. The Indian Affairs of the Government of Canada tried to 
oppress and to pacify the Indian Nations through various 
legislations where they assumed more control so that they 
could take over more of our territories and resources. 

After continuous stabs with each of their policies and 
legislations, the Canadian governments are thrusting the final 
stab with their Constitutional process. Their insertion of Section 
35 in their Constitution regarding Aboriginal peoples is to try to 
extinguish our sovereignty as Frist Nations and our Treaty 
Rights. The Penner Report on Indian Self-Government which 
their Constitutional process is trying to legitimize is nothing but 
a non-Indian designed form of a third-level of Canadian govern- 
ment. The assimilation into the Canadian structure and Con- 
federation which Indians rejected in the proposed White Paper 
Policy of 1969 is again trying to be implemented by the Cana- 
dian and now provincial governments. 

As the first Constitutional Conference of March 15 and 16, 
1983 drew near, the Chiefs who now form the Coalition of 
First Nations consistently voiced the concern that because of 
our Sacred Treaties and Aboriginal Title to our lands, our na- 
tions will only conduct business between us and the Crown in 
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the Right of Canada threugh a nation-to-nation process. To at- 
tend the Conference would be a violation of the Treaty and 
Aboriginal Rights Principles adopted by all the Chiefs across 
Canada in Penticton, British Columbia in the spring of 1982. 

Our Chiefs had tried to bring their concerns to the 
Assembly of First Nations (AFN), who at that time represented 
all Treaty and Status Indians, about the extinguishment of Trea- 
ty Rights if the Indian nations attended and thus legitimized the 
process. But the AFN, unknown to its members, had been 
bought off by the Canadian government. They had received 
money to do preparatory work for the Conference on the 
assured guarantee that they would attend. The Chiefs of 
Canada were not even given the opportunity to discuss atten- 
ding or not attending the Conference. 


Coalition of 
First Nations | 


To be consistent with the direction and guidance given to 
us by our Elders, the Chiefs came to the conclusion after careful 
consideration that we could in no way participate in Canada’s 
Constitutional process and allow the genocide of our sovereign 
nations. 

Instead, the Coalition of First Nations was formed in 
order to preserve, nurture and enhance our Aboriginal and 
Treaty Rights to sovereignty, self government and self- 
determination. At a meeting in Winnipeg on March 10 and 11, 
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1983, Chiefs representing Indian people from British Columbia, 
Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec, and the Maritime provinces, met to 
discuss common concerns about attending the Conference. This 
statement was issued from that meeting: 


“A new Coalition of First Nations representing nearly 
70,000 people from Bands in British Columbia, Alberta, 
Manitoba, Quebec and the Maritime Provinces, will 
launch their efforts through a special delegation to this 
week's sessions of the Assembly of First Nations in Ot- 
tawa. The Assembly has been selected by the Federal 
Government as the principal body representing the in- 
terests of Treaty Status Indians at the Constitutional 
Conference. 


The new Coalition of First Nations will emphasize that 
the AFN does not represent Coalition interests and com- 
mitments in any way, and will demand that the AFN 
withdraw from the Constitutional Conference.” 


The Coalition of First Nations was represented by Chief 
Henry Quinney of the Saddle Lake Band in Alberta, who at- 
tempted a Special Chiefs’ Briefing Session to get the AFN to 
hold an Assembly so that the question of attending the Con- 
ference could be properly dealt with by all of the Chiefs and in 
a way which is in keeping with the Assembly's mandate and 
procedures. But in his bid to raise the issue, Chief Quinney was 
ruled out of order by the Chairman. Further efforts were made 
including a hand delivered letter to National Chief Dave 
Ahenekew; but to no avail! 

The Coalition agreed in caucus on March 12, 1983, to in- 
form the AFN and the Indian people across Canada that the 
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Coalition speaks for its own members and is not represented by 
the Assembly of First Nations. A full campaign began to ensure 
that the conference participants and the general public were 
fully aware of the Coalition’s position. 

On the eve of the first Constitutional Conference, March 
14, 1983, the Coalition issued a telex to the Prime Minister of 
Canada with copies to the premiers and the Assembly of First 
Nations. It said: 


The Coalition of First Nations hereby give notice to the 
Federal Government of Canada, the Provincial and ter- 
ritorial Governments, and the Assembly of First Nations, 
that the undersigned Nations will not in any manner or 
form; attend, participate or be represented in the Section 
37 Constitutional Conference. 


The reasons for this position is many fold, but the major 
reasons are as follows: 


1) The Coalition of First Nations believe that any form 
of attendance or participation in Canada’s Constitu- 
tional Process is in complete violation of the 
Declaration of First Nations and its principles, and as 
an alliance we have reaffirmed the Declaration. 


2) Attendance and participation in Canada’s Constitu- 
tional Process will ensure that First Nations will lose 
their status as Nations, and become a minority and 
have domestic status in Canada and internationally. 


3) The Canadian government is defining the scope of 
first Nations’ Rights without first recognizing the 
Political Right of First Nations to define and 
establish those rights for themselves. 


4) The Provincial Governments have no lawful authority 
to identify and define Treaty and Aboriginal Rights. 


On this basis, the Chiefs of the Coalition of First Nations, 
hereby declare that the Assembly of First Nations, the 
Federal Government of Canada, the provincial and Ter- 
ritorial Governments, or any organization or association, 
have no authority to represent the Chiefs of the Coalition 
of First Nations. 


Signed this 14th day of March, 1983. 


First Constitutional 


Conference, 
March 15 & 16, 1983 


Instead of attending the First Ministers’ Conference or 
stand aside and watch our sovereignty and our Treaty and 
Aboriginal Rights be extinguished, we demonstrated outside 
the building, greeting conference participants with placards 
stating the Coalition's opposition to the genocide of our na- 
tionhood. The Canadian public heard on their radios and read in 
their newspapers the Coalition’s position as the media blitz got 
into full swing. Alberta Chief Ed Burnstick, stated in the press: 


“WE HAVE AGREED TO SPEND OUR LIMITED FUNDS TO 
BREAK THROUGH THE WALL OF INDIFFERENCE AND 
SELF-DELUSION THAT HAS BEEN ERECTED BY THE AFN 
AND ITS GOVERNMENTAL FRIENDS.” 


At the Constitutional Conference itself nothing was agreed 
to except to have four more meetings before the end of 1987. 
As Chief Bill Traverse from Manitoba said in a press statement 
on March 1/th. 


“NOW THAT IT IS EVIDENT THAT THIS NONCOMMIT- 
TED PROCESS IS UNWORKABLE, WE BELIEVE MR. 
TRUDEAU’S THREE RING CIRCUS CAN PRODUCE LITTLE 
MORE THAN A SERIES OF MEETINGS THAT AGREE TO 
MORE MEETINGS.” 


March 30 & 31, 1983, 
Enoch Reserve, Alberta 


Certain principles to maintain the established working 
relationship within the Coalition was agreed to at this meeting. 
It was resolved that the Coalition commit and dedicate itself to 
the following fundamental principles: 





1) THE DECLARATION OF FIRST NATIONS, 1980 

2) THE ABORIGINAL AND TREATY RIGHTS PRINCIPLES, 
1981 

3) THE RE-AFFIRMATION, ADVANCEMENT, AND PRESERVA- 
TION OF THE NATIONHOOD OF THE MEMBER NATIONS 
OF THE COALITION; 

4) THE INALIENABLE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION AND 
SELF-GOVERNMENT ACCORDING TO OUR OWN INSTITU- 
TIONS, LAWS, CONVENTIONS AND CUSTOMS; 
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o) THE RIGHT TO THE FULL JURISDICTION, CONTEND USE 
OF OUR TERRITORIES, LANDS, WATER AND RESOURCES 
BOTH SURFACE AND SUB-SURFACE. 


It is with these principles that we offer a strong challenge 
to all inhabitants of this land. We recognize to a full extent the 
evil and domination which is inherently rooted in the Canadian 
society and its state. Not enough people, Indian and non-Indian, 
are able to objectively admit to the colonialism and inhumanity 
woven into the fabric of this society as exemplified in its laws 
and in its constitutional process. 

It was also resolved that the Coalition dedicate itself to 
fundamental processes: information is to be given to the 
Citizens, Chiefs, Councillors, and Elders of the member nations 
of the Coalition; all decisions are to be made on a consensus 
basis on all matters coming before the Coalition and its institu- 
tions and/or organizations. 

It was also resolved that an International Office of Com- 
munication and Information be established by the Treaty 6 
Alliance to advance Indian self-determination and other issues 
of mutual concern, and that all information be distributed to all 
Coalition members. Each Indian Nation is also to commit any 
resources which would help to attain the Coalition objectives. 
Thus the open lines of communication were established. 
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The First Year 


In its first year, the Coalition’s members have covered 
every possible avenue to state our position and inform people 
of the Canadian governments’ attempts to extinguish our Trea- 
ty and Aboriginal Rights. Chiefs and representatives have 
spoken to international bodies such as: the United Nations’ 
Human Rights Commission in Geneva, the World Council of 
Churches Seventh General Assembly in Vancouver, the United 
Nations’ Working Group on Indigenous Populations in Geneva, 
and the Eleventh International Congress of Anthropological and 
Ethnological Sciences in Vancouver. 

Repeatedly, the Coalition has tried to relate with the 
Canadian government on the nation-to-nation basis which is our 
Treaty right but we were unable to arrange meetings with the 
Prime Minister. In September, 1983, the Coalition addressed 
the Special Hearings of the Senate on the Constitutional Ac- 
cord. We informed them that the Constitutional Process tries to 
“legitimize” provincial involvement when in fact these sub- 
governments should not be allowed to identify and define our 
rights. The provinces were not even in existence when most 
Treaties were signed. And Canada expects the First Nations to 
be merely “invitees” with no voting rights at the Constitutional 
Conference. 

Instead, Canada must live up to the international 
covenants and legal obligations it has signed. Canada must give 
full legal and political recognition to the Coalition, with 
assurance that we will be recognized as we were under the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763, and to have an equal role in a 
nation-to-nation relationship with Canada. 

The Coalition was able to meet with the Queen's 
Representative, Governor General Edward Schreyer, in 
January, 1984. He was able to arrange a meeting for the 
Coalition with the Minister of Justice, Mark McGuigan, who 
along with the Prime Minister is responsible for the Constitu- 
tional Process. Yet prior to any meeting with the Minister, his 
office wrongfully reported to the United Nations Commission 
on Human Rights in Geneva, that the Coalition was seeking 
seats at the Second Constitutional Conference in March, 1984. 
This was totally unfounded and inaccurate. The meeting with 
the Minister was to inform him of our position not to par- 
ticipate and legitimize the Constitution Act, 1982. 

He rejected our views and instead tried to steer us toward 
the AFN and ultimately to the First Ministers’ Constitutional 
Conference. 

As well as Canadian rejection of our rights, the AFN has 
continued to ignore our position and thus neglect their respon- 
sibilities to their people. At their Assembly on February 6, 
1984, in Toronto, they refused to hear us and denied us speak- 


ing time. 

In spite of all of this continuous repression and suppres- 
sion of our rights as First Nations, we continue to grow and 
thrive, rooted in the wisdom of our Elders and our spiritual 
beliefs and practices. We stand firm as peoples who have 
governed ourselves since time immemorial. 

The vast depths of knowledge of our Elders and the strong 
commitment of our People is the strength of the Coalition. We 
rely on our Elders for our direction to proceed, for they, and 
not the Canadian governments, know our roots and heritage 
which go much farther back than the times of colonialism and 
the Treaties. We will proceed only out of the Elders’ wisdom. 
Thus each member nation and organization within the Coali- 
tion has held special Elders’ Treaties Hearings. Here the Truth 
of the spirit and intent of the Treaties are recorded and our 
direction declared. 

As well, Peoples’ Assemblies have been held in each area 
where our current critical situation is discussed. And in the 
ways of our Forefathers, the Peaple mandate our actions to en- 
sure that our nationhood continues and prospers. The Elders 
and the People are our source of strength and direction so that 
our children are guaranteed the future which is rightfully theirs 
as free sovereign First Nations. 


Second Constitutional 
Conference, 
March 5 & 6, 1984 


It is for the sake of our children that we continue to exert 
our Right as sovereign nations and thus did not participate in 
the 1984 Constitutional Conference. Once again we greeted 
participants outside the conference with placards which 
declared our Rights. And once again the Conference inside ac- 
complished nothing. 

Because the Penner Report on Indian Self-Government 
was rejected by the provinces at the conference, Minister of In- 
dian Affairs John Munro has travelled across Canada trying to 
sell legislation of the Penner Report through Parliament before 
the end of this year’s session. Each member of the Coalition 
outrightly refused the Report itself for we do not want a “new 
relationship". We merely want the government of Canada to 
recognize the original sovereign relationship that was establish- 
ed between the Indian Nations and the Crown. This is recogni- 
tion of our sovereign right to self-government and self- 
determination which is confirmed by the Royal Proclamation 
of 1/63 and by the signing of the Treaties. There is no reason 
for the Federal Government to “grant” self-government authori- 
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ty to the Indian Nations when we never gave up that Right in 
the first place. 

The right to self-government and self-determination as 
sovereign First Nations is ours and our children’s. The Coalition 
of First Nations is the organized front of the traditional and 
spiritual peoples and others who strive for freedom from op- 
pression. The Coalition of First Nations is the leadership of the 
Indian Nations which unites, organizes and guides the People, 
social organizations and Indian governments to create the con- 
ditions of freedom. 


The Coalition draws up its policy and develops its activities 
under the following fundamental principles: 


a) the renewal of traditional values and the re- 
education of Indian people to remove morality and 
ideology based on individualism; 


EE EE 


ee ee ee ee ee 


b) absolute faithfulness to the interests of the Indian 
People; 

c) firmness and resolve in the struggle against 
domination and exploitation of the Indian People 
and their sacred territories; 

d) absolute faithfulness to the traditional values and 
culture as a guide for action, that the development 
of Indian communities must be on the basis of our 
experience and on the experiences of other op- 
pressed peoples around the world; 

e) patriotism and loyalty to the legitimate Indian 
governments; 

f) faithfulness to the highest spirit of Indian tradi- 
tional values and co-operation with all Indian 
governments and other oppressed peoples in terms 
of equality, mutual respect and fraternal 
assistance. 

g) strong ties with the grassroots people whom it 
represents while learning from them, starting from 
the principle that the grassroots people are an in- 
exhaustible source of experience, values and 
strengths. 

h) — self-sacrifice, love of hard work, respect and co- 
Operation within the organization. 


Our longstanding history as sovereign Indian Nations must 
and will continue. We work now with our Elders and People to 
secure our future as sovereign nations for our children. We 
must never be above the grassroots people that give the Coali- 
tion our meaning, strength and authority. All men and women 
who have suffered under the Oppressor will take pride in the 
Coalition and support our efforts because we have a group 
with unity and substance that is advancing our sovereignty and 
dignity. 






MEMBERS OF THE COALITION OF FIRST 
NATIONS — Demonstrate outside the Con- 
ference Centre during the Constitutional Con- 
ference in March 1984. 





Second Constitution 
Conference 


March 8-9, 1984 


The Coalition of First Nations is not surprised at the 
failure of the Second Constitutional Conference to accomplish 
anything. Prime Minister Trudeau used the conference to try to 
make himself look good when in fact he is the one responsible 
for the involvement of the provinces which violates the nation- 
to-nation process agreed to in the Treaties and upheld in the 
Royal Proclamation of 1/63, and the B.N.A. Act of 1867. 

The Prime Minister by involving the provinces in negotia- 
tions with the First Nations and transferring the responsibility 
of the Federal Government to the provinces is actually trying to 
constitutionalize his White Paper Policy of 1969 which at- 
tempted total assimilation of Indian People into the Canadian 
system. 

The First Nations who choose to participate in the Con- 
stitutional Conferences under the Assembly of First Nations 
found nothing but opposition from the provinces and asked at 
the Conference for a bilateral process with the Federal Govern- 
ment. Yet Federal officials said that it is legally impossible for 
the Federal Government to unilaterally recognize Indian self- 
government in the Constitution. This “Constitutional impossibili- 
ty” is evidence that the entire Constitutional process directly 
violates the Treaties which guarantee a nation-to-nation 
process. 

Not only are the Indian Nations illegally expected to sub- 
mit to provincial dominance and tactics, but the Canadian 
government also illegally presumes it may “unilaterally” 
recognize Indian self-government. It is not for them to decide 
whether they will or will not “allow” Indian self-government: it 
is their responsibility to live up to their agreements with the 
First Nations. The Royal Proclamation of 1/763 and the B.N.A. 
Act of 1867 recognized and affirmed our Aboriginal and Treaty 
Rights to sovereignty over our peoples and territories. Section 
91(24) of the B.N.A. Act only affirmed and enshrined the Trust 
responsibility of the Canadian government and did not grant to 
them the authority to govern the First Nations. 

True self-determination can only come from people with 
no pre-determined criteria to protect provincial interests or any 
interests other than those of the First Nations. The Elders have 
instructed us through special Treaty Hearings to protect and 
maintain our inherent Aboriginal Rights and to maintain the 
nation-to-nation process and our Treaty Rights. To settle for 
anything less would be an injustice to our future generation. 
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Constitutional Process 
and Penner Report 


The Coalition of First Nations was formed to retain our 
Treaty and Aboriginal Rights and our sovereignty as Indian Na- 
tions. Our rights and sovereignty have been under constant at- 
tack since European colonizers first came to our land. The latest 
and final threat and attack is Canada’s Constitution Act, 1982, 
and its process, and the Penner Report on Indian Self- 
Government. 

Neither the Constitution nor the Penner Report recognize 
the sovereignty of Indian First Nations. The Treaties were sign- 
ed between sovereign Indian Nations and the Crown of 
England, and our sovereignty is also upheld in the Royal Pro- 
clamation. lf our Treaties and Rights were fully and properly 
upheld by the Canadian government there would be no need 
for any “new relationship” with the government of Canada. 

Yet piece by piece our Treaty Rights have to be taken 
away from us, just as our land bases have been whittled away. 
The Treaties were agreed to so that our lives and livelihoods 
could be protected. Every aspect of our daily lives which were 
to be protected through the Trust Obligations of the Treaties, 
has been hurt, damaged and critically beaten, because Canada 
has not lived up to the Treaty agreements. The result is pover- 
ty, hardship, sickness, unemployment, poor and inadequate 
housing, lack of proper education and a denial of our freedom 
to be self-governing and to determine our future. Yet if the 
Treaties were lived up to in the Spirit and intent in which they 
were signed, our rights would be protected. 

It is the Treaties and our Aboriginal Rights in their full 
agreement which we want, not Canada’s Constitutional Process 
which further erodes our Rights to the point of extinguishment. 

Our sovereignty as Indian Nations and the nation-to-nation 
relationship of the Treaties is totally ignored in Canada’s Con- 
stitutional Process. We are expected to attend five Constitu- 
tional Conferences as merely “invitees” with no voting rights so 
that we may watch the Federal Government wash its hands of 
its responsibilities to the First Nations onto the provinces. The 
provinces have voting privileges in a process to determine our 
Rights, they were never even involved in the Treaty Process. 

Our sovereignty as nations which we have exercised for 
thousands of years and which was recognized in the Treaties Is 
non-existent in Canada’s Constitutional Process and in the Pen- 
ner Report which Canada wants Constitutionally recognized. 
Thus the Coalition of First Nations fully rejects both the Con- 
stitutional Process and the Report. 

The only good thing about the Penner Report is that it 
confirms the oppressive relationship that the Federal Govern- 
ment has with the Indian people and the disgraceful sub- 


standard living conditions that exist amongst Indians. 

Indian Nations have never given up our right to self- 
government, so how can the Federal Government “grant” self- 
government authority to Indian People when we never gave up 
that right in the first place? The Penner Report and the 
Federal Government merely has to recognize our right and pro- 
perly address the funding of Indian Governments through the 
revenue from the natural resources we never gave up. 

The Penner Report is nothing but a non-Indian designed 
form of a third level of Canadian Government. The final authori- 
ty and funding still lies in the hands of the Federal Government 
which throughout its history has always grabbed at everything 
which Is ours. 

The sole intent of the Canadian Government has always 
been to assimilate Indians and to strip us of our Aboriginal and 
Treaty Rights and Title. And it still continues with the Penner 
Report today. The assimilation advocated in the White Paper 
Policy of 1969 is ‘being imposed through the Penner Report 
and patriation of the Constitution. 

In the White Paper, the Indian Act is repealed, and in the 
Penner Report it also does not apply. The White Paper pro- 
moted that the provinces take over responsibility for Indian 
People and transfer the funding for programmes to the pro- 
vinces; in the Penner Report the provinces are also involved. 
The White Paper pushed for monies for economic development 
through other Federal departments, and now there is the $345 
million Native Economic Development Fund. 

The Department of Indian Affairs was to wind down after 
five years, and in the Penner Report it is the same. Land 
claims in the White Paper were to be sent through an ap- 
pointed commissioner, and now claims are going through 
legislation. 

When the White Paper was presented there were a few 
Indians who were for it, but most opposed it. It is the same 
with the legislation of the Penner Report, the majority are 
against it. After the provinces blocked the inclusion of the Pen- 
ner Report into the Constitution at the Second Conference in 
March 1984, the Minister of Indian Affairs travelled across 
Canada to sell legislation of the Report through the current ses- 
sion of Parliament. In these meetings with Munro, the Coali- 
tion member nations expressed our rejection of the Report 
itself and thus obviously legislation of it. 

Our Treaty and Aboriginal Rights must not be extinguished 
in this final stab of genocide to our sovereignty as First Nations. 
Qur promised Treaty Rights and proper permanent funding 
must be upheld by the Crown in Right of Canada. It is well past 
the time the Canadian governments began dealing in good faith 
in the spirit and intent of the Treaties on a nation-to-nation 
basis as our Forefathers did, and which we the Chiefs, Elders 
and People of the Coalition want to uphold. 
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c/o Saddle Lake Tribal Administration 
Box 100 
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Telephone: (403) 726-3829 


